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Materiality and 
Facade Concept
The vessels are clad in a geometric tile that relates to the history 
of Quito and its many tiled domed churches. The tile wraps the 
softened outer surfaces of the vessels and dissolves to create 
openings for light. Use of the traditional tiles also serves to 
maintain the tradition of craftsmanship, now used only for the 
repair and replacement of missing tiles on the domes of the 
churches of the Historic Center.

The band is made of local volcanic stone fragments embedded 
in panels that display the colors of Quito. These stones range 
from gray to orange as a parallel to the colors of the Ecuadorian 
geology. Bronze panels connect with windows to create a system 
of window panels, accented with bronze “brows,” projections 
that articulate the façade.

The ground and courtyard surface are stone that draws the 
street level into the courtyard. 

Interior galleries are primarily plastered surfaces with hints of 
the tile wrapping the vessels. Exhibitions are well-lit spaces with 
flexible, functional ceiling design and floors are a warm terrazzo 
that relates to the materials of the band façade.

Eloy Alfaro Avenue Elevation 

Detail Elevation

Matte vitrified terracotta-
ochre ceramic tile on 
vessels from Pujilí

Sectional Perspective 

Diagram 2 Materiality and Facade Concept

Tejuelo domes of the 
Church of La Compañía de 
Jesús in Quito
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